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Devoted to the Interests of the Sch’ools'”,

Kindergarten Work
in Richmond City

that clasa of  chlldren,
which reaches from the nursery to the
normiil school—when the child in being
warped by the Indilgenes and negleot
of tninlng  In the homes of s rleh
gl poor altlke, or by contnet with tha
vielotin of ¢ sireet-Is . matter of vase

The eciarn. of

fiyporinfice to the welfare of any eom-
in

tha work of the kinde
1 oand gulde the elilldren
petied of thele develop-

mnity. 1t
kot
this pivotil
e,
e

intraduction of the kindergarten
Dini led o s reful study of ohlld nn-
ture nmd o wise adaptation of menus
of stimulating 16 and giving it rlght odi-
roetlon  hive  been carafully conkldered
aidd put dnto operations thess  nuthods
vedcl oul toward the tridning of all the
grawirs af Lhe child vorrectly and sfrong-
Iv, syob without consclous eftort on. lis
part fo it end, Without knowing It the
child {8 Il to an appreciation and privc-
tice of those very gualities thut make
o useful and happy, ITis lifa {8 bright
and full of Interest and joy and his fycul-
tlox nre In process of tridning for more
gorlous worl,

It wan with wmiiel purposes In view
that an effort.wius put forth to Introducna
system Intn our publle achool sys-
1. Pable septlment must he aroused
attmiulated o netion,  Too muzh
pralsa in this directlon can not he aece-
colded to tho Richmond Fduecationnl As-
wovintlon now preslded over by Mra. B.
I Munford.

his organization
efrgel ta enlist publie
The| neeensn

wis  untiring In its
itareat and seetire
s miinlelpal aation, The work
Wis piccessfully aceomplished and pro-
Yielon eecured  for the introduetion of
thesn sehools. Acdordingly, o little more
thin twn oirn Ago tha kindergurten
War dntroduced Into the publle school
fystem of Rivhmond, and three schools
ware organizml, Fach of theza was pro-
vided with o director and an assistant
and phe neconmnry equipment. More than

160 ehlldren in the aggregate wern Ac-
comodinted. The formation of  theso
melinols touched a poepular chord, aml

more chilldron applied for admisslon than
eould be provided for. The next year twn
more schiools were added, with o corres-
ponding Incroase in teachers and pupils,
The present eession 0610061 our kindar-
RIrLEns i #ix, wlth a supervisor,
Twelye e and about three hun-
deed ¢hildre ‘wvorable popular sentls
ment continies (o grow and tha demeaned
opntinues  for additional  schools.  The
hright and’ happy children, deeply in-
torosted In thelr work, obedient to thelr
inr o] mutnally eourtedun and con-
» of ane another are a yveritable
to all nhservers,
1ers pre alxo sympathetic and

helpful, “Mothars [HHbs! have Besn gre

gianlzed in ¢ wetlon with tha meyeral
echools, nnd the mothers dlgcnss swith
e other and with the teachors ot

thelr misetings gome phase of child traln.
Ing, Tectures from Intereated epealiers
are frequent at thelr giutherings. Tha
vitlug of these orgpnizations 15 very groit
I stimulating Interent and {n prodieing
ecordlal eo-operatlon bwelweon tha patrunz
and the tenchers, The maothers are learn-
Ing, as well as tha pupils and are great
galneras from tha Intercourse,

Thera still Jingers soma opposition to
{lie. wymtem  on th part of primorcy
teichera: and of those who do not un-
dorglond and apprechicte the yalue and
the method of the work.

A tencher was asked o fow dayvs aga
how the Kindergorton under his direction
WK wuccerding; he replied Ol well,
it Is n good way to glve the children o
good time’" Not at nll apprecioting tho
faet that the playe and games and ato-
ripg were training unconsclously and In
the best way the faculties of the chll-
Wpen, and laying  the foundation  for
getting at o later diy a bettor Lold on
the Eubjects of serlous study,

Another who had been hrought up In

tha- nld methods of primary work, de-
clared that the worst echildrerd in. her
clnss were those who came frope e kin-

dergarten. Her tralning in (he  furmnl
niethods. of Instruction praveénted her ap-
preciation af the freedom and gpontpnelty
of kindergarten methods, The tenchers,
however, who are atlll searching for tha
heat mothods of work and ara willing to
avall themselven of overy helpful s
gestion are saying that thelc best puplly
emne from tha kindersirtens,

A real diffleulty still existe, also, In
adjusting the transfer from (he kinder-
goprtann to ths primary scliosl, Tlara
seoma Lo ihe need of a connocting clasy
Ilustrating the necessary modifloation
in the direction of both classes of m:l:f:m*ﬂ.

We ars fortunate In having in the city
and In active operation an exeellent fdn.
dergarten training schoal, T Is nn
incorporated institution with o board of
truateed under tha guldance of Mins Alica
N. Parker, an axperienced kindergartencr
and an expert In presenting kindergarten
methods and In fitting puplls for offi-
clent kindergarien work., The t1eachers
gradunted from this schoolsare doing
excellent work and meating all roason-
ahle pxpectation, Tweo-thirds of all the
kindergarten tenchers in the publin
sehinnle are gradustes of this scliool, and
A numbar nf Ity graduates nre engnged
In suceesstul work In private Kindergar-
tenn, °

Tha kindergurtens of Richmond
met with gratifving success, and
outlook for the futture (s hright

PEDAGOGTTE.

hava
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DOING GOOD WORK
IN WARREN COUNTY

I tesponsze to your kind invitatlon I
venture to pen & few facts relative to
the piublic school work of Warrén coun-
tv. My time has been taken up sinee last
tembsar up to March 5th in the super-
vision of school work. 1 niny divide the

time into three parts in the smddle, in
thy gchiaol roowi And In the offl
The superintendent has to bo ready

monthiplece to answoer every quention, -
fold edery Auly, and dnterpret  every
Jaw and regulation from the frostees’
vlrele to the patron's domain, Ineluding
hig rurps of teschers, whose complaints,
tronbles and wanls are legion, 1 have
vigited all the schools oo the eounty—
Tifty-fiye  in number—my visits ontira
tiy the schools this winter number 137—to
somn schiools twice, others three and
sume four to seven times, T found thirty-
goven with  good enrollment, well or-
gunized and well tnught; I found thirteen
with medium enrollment, fadrly well or-
ganized that will do; T found five with
small attendance, not satisfictory, that
ahiould be consolidated with other schools,
The rm-olimn"ﬂ last month was 1750, and
the average atlendance was 146t The
eclion] census of tho county
Ing about sixty-two per cenl. on roll;
tilrly-nine  school houses hive  patent
deeks, will maps, charts and large riin—_
hooks: the other

Lig and referenec
Fixteen pre comfortable with gond =ur-
roundings. ;

Wo had @ delightful tenchera’ insti-
tule, Fobruary 23 and 24th, to which
cvery tomcher  eontrituted  sumething,
either A report esshy, blackboard exer-
cise, or muale.

1ir, Frader, Profeszors.  Paype and

Maphls, Inspectors for fIfth edocational
Alstricl, were with us and gave instrue-
tlve, stimulating anA healthful talks. [

think they were well pleased with our
Institute. 2
Wa have besn holding losal training

normals in the county. for the improve-
ment of those teachera who have not
beria finaneclally. able to atlend State
normals, 1 must say the best resuits
have come from them to our teachers
in the shape of preparation aud linprove-
ment. They are conducted by our bast

teachers In  the
in tho least dis-

local talent—ths best
coungy. I woulldl not
count the good that comes to those who
alteng our State normals, for the matter
gotten thera Is sulted to cortain HEGH
and grades of our cliy hools, and many
country schools of adyanced grade, lat
the method and Jnatter from our Statn
normils In my judgment, aro not suited
and adnpted to the wants of the great
mass of our rural schools. 1 am an
ardent advocate In favor of establishing
lodal suminer Institutes in every county
under the ausplecs of the superintendents,
Ingpectors and best loeal talent, I think
fhe Board of Education should encourige

it 1t will not interfere with State nor-
male, The two classes of normals will
cover the entire ground., 1 think our

inspector favors this plan,

Our Front Royal graded hlgh scliool
of seven teachers and an enrollment of
2% constitutes n great beacon light of
encouragement to all the county schools,
From It an Influence goes out In o the
shape of furnishing teachers and talent
that can hordly be estimated. Tt has
been established Lwenty-nine yvears, and
to-day It has repres ative men and wo-
men in every profession and vocatlon fill-
fug thelr positions with credit and [jonor,
Thim, Jr. Editor, 15 a great encourige-
ment to the superintendent, who has baon
in the work of thirty vears, and has
lived through an experisnce to seo (wn
Enerations of childiren pass from ohild-
liod Inta manhood And womanhood, to
m:ake the world better, and lifo sweetor
hecanze they wers numbered among tho
lixing. * ;

[ hope, Alr. Editor, that the number
of holidays, rally daya and patron daya
will not be lucreased by the Leglslature
and Board of Educatlon—for already
they interfera with the teaching tine
allotted In the ghort tarms of five or
#lx months In our rural schools. May the
sun arise In the East as the beauty and
glory of a better day for our publlc
schoola |In Virginla under the new Con-
stitution, 13 the sincers wish of the
writer,

G, K. RCY,
Superintendent for Warren county,

The Warren Countfv
Teachers’ Institute

FRONT ROYAL, VA, March 10.—On
Fobruary 234 and 24th there was held In
tha town of Front Roysl tha most Intap-
esting and instructive teachers’ [nstitute
that has DLeen held hore for many years.
Tho good attendance and the ropdy ro-
sponss of the tenchers to tha request of
Huperintendent Roy for report, essay ' or
recitation showed an awakenlng intereat
In the advancemant of ‘educatlon on thelr

art; and the excellant muslo to break
he monotony of speeches and inspire
those present to greater effort, rendared

Yy some of tha best talent of the town,

liowed Interest on the part of those out-
'l(la the public scheol work.  Tha cural

latriels wera represented’ by ftrustees
well as teachers, Tho ons thing to
E regrettad 1o that so fow of the pat-
na wera in the audience during the
Basalons, W

Op Friday, the 23d, Dr, Rohert Fruser,

v, Brics FPayng and Frofasspr Charles
E] Maphis, Inapsoton and examiner fov

a fitth elreuit, in whicn Warran I8 in-
Mudad, wera with us.  Mr, Muphls told
#f tha outlook of pubitla sehools in:Virs
ginlr.  Elm reallzes thea enorinity of ths
worli to be done, and reallzes that |t will
taks time to mogomplish b yet he thinka

'ing whether good or bad prevalls.

the outlook most oncouraging. Dr, Bruce
Payne gave his views upon changes that
might be made’ [n the publle aschool cur,
rleulum and the best means of apply-
ing them, Dr. Payne very truly gaid
that & child wha has not been taught the
relation of tha subject he |n studying to
his life has not been tought, Nelther
does he belleve in tha total depravity of
the child, He agaln very truty sald that
thera are tendencies both ways, and It
depends upon whigh recelyes the train-
Dr,
Frassr followed this with ans address
upon the proper curriculum  for publlo
schools,  Dr, Fraser 8 a great advoeats
of  agrucultural tralnlng In the publie
school, and of Introducing mors. nature
atudy Into the eyers-day routine, Thess
with talks upon severul subjoots by tha
Auparintendant and several teachers, In-
tarapersad with inusle, closed  the pro-
grmme for the day. ;

Baturday' halng: tepchers' day, the ses-
slons  were devoted elmost entirsly fo
Teporta froi Lhe varioua schoole, which
WAre Very encournging.

Professor 1. [n rin, prinslpal of (e
Blrashurg | Grade( Hooll made & yvery

Interesting and  Relptul nddress. upon

Why We Are In Favor
of the Multiple List

By WM. A. BOWLES, Staunton, Va.

There geems to he an much misunder-
standing as o the plan of adoption of
text hooks now {n operation that we shall
atite 4t briefly.

Tho State Donrd of Jducatlon selected
from obout twenty=-five arithmetics four
af the very best ones, to ba submitted o
the several pountlea nnd elties of tho
State, for ench to make a selectlon  of
anie arithmetie, to he used exclugively In
that county or clty. Jf the bomrd hod
nomed only one arithmetie for tho entire
State, then this wouul (have been  the
hin_s,:'lfr ligt plan, bhut tha cilies and
volntics were glven n st of four hrith=
raetles from which to make a cholee of
one, according to thelr speelal noeds, the
arrangement s ealled the multipla st
plan. - And what ws have sald about thae
arlthmetle applies also to other taxt
hooks.

A full discusslon of thie subjeat would
consume =0 much apace wa must be gat-
lgfied to touch only a faw salfent points.

When wa wern appolnted to a poaltion
on the Stata Board of Education thres
¥ears ago wa had never serfously eonsid.
nred the rolitive merits of (e ringle and
the multipla lists of text books for our
public kechools, hut we were Incllned to
the single llst, for tha surface reasons
snemed to polnt that way. Befors taking
definite podition, hiowe wa spent wesks
in Investigallng the sublocl by eonsult-
Ing whal wa coneldered expert authorily
In nearly overy Btate {n the T'ntan,  We
diil not eonsult lawsyers, or phy=lcians, or
nofiticfans, or editors, but wa sought
Infurmation from a cliss who had most
raturally glven this subject careful and
Intelligent thought., and who from expe-
rienee could furnish us me=t helpful in-
formation,

In addition to gathering around us
many clreulars and reports on the sub-
Jest we wrole ane hnndred and efght lot-
ters to educntors, telling them we woers
trying to decide which was the better
plan for Virginia to adopt, the single or
the multiple (st of books, for her public
schiools,

These lotters were addressad to guper-
intendente of publie (nstruetion, superin-
tendenta of public schools, princlpals of
high sehools, and ai=o to n fow Yoluen-
tlonnl glants” from & number of our uni-

Ninoty-flva out of the oné hundred and

clght guve prompt replles, and slghitv-aix
1Me tent. of them ware In favor of tha
miultipla li=t, much a8 wa now have In
Virginia, Wea consilted the following
unlvorsity men: Dr, A. B, Draper, proel-
dent Hlinols Tniversity) Nickolas Murrn

Hutler, preskdent Columbla Universits
Willlam ' B, Harpar, fireafdent «
University; I L. Kolhls, Unlvers

Allnnesotn; Barl Yarnes,” formearly «
land Btanford Unlversity; Charles Thwing,
Tidelbart Collegs, Cleveland; J. O, Shi-

muny, Cornell University, and Charles
W. Elliott, Hnorvard Unliversits, All of
them were daecldedly In favor of tha

“multiple plan,'” and saveral arppied the
rubijoct at Isngth, We have these lot-
ters on file, and they ecan be by
any one Interested In tlie subject,

Pna of the leadlng objections urged
aguinat the multiple st I8 that when o
man moves from one county to anothor
ha may have to change his books, It is
astimated that only three per cent, of
atir population moves from ot oounty to
anothar each year, far the migratory
classes do not often ‘‘cross over the line'
into antdgheg connty, aod this l5 =0 (neon-
siderabla o factor tnt it nfiy be dis-
regarded, It has been clalmed that the
muliipla list flonds the country with hook
ngents and opens avenuss to corruption.
'lie greatest text book =ean¥ials have
almost  invariably followed single st
adoptions, for scandals follow centraliza-
tlon of powsr, and under the sinzie list
plan the Btate Board of Education relecty
books for the entira Etate, while under
the srultiple plan, such as wo have now
In Virglnla, this power (8 practieally seat-
tared aver the entirs State among five
educators In each eounty or city, mak-
Ing over alx hundred In all—tos many
for any attompt ot brihery,

Wi should opposa all centealization of
power on this subject, nnd the iden of
depriving Ineal boards of the privilega
of determining, to somea extent at least,
what books =hould be used In thelr schools
la abhorrent to democrt Miny peopls
Ve Lhe erronenus Ides ti undnr the
single 1=t plan they wili have fewer bonks
ta purelinse for theie ckiidren, and this
impresgion  Is ecansing  throughout  the
Stite a4 text hook aglintion, ogqunl to

LT

time and hard experienes ean allay. Ona
of the most disturblng factors among tha

|

nutegan, however, fa not the plan of se-
Incting booke, but tha frequent changes n
the adoption of text books, and an nbrupt
chatige now to the single st would cost
the peoplo of the Stale over & guarter
af a milllon dallars,

Tha 8tate Honnd adogted an exeelfent,
up-to-date 1=t which ta= heen In ous
loss than thros years, sod, In Judg-
ment, It would ba 1o the besat interest of
the people and the gchools to let this plan
aontinua for four, elght or even twelva
vears, throwing out, of course;, at the end
of nny fourth year such books na might
prove unsatisfactory, elther on account of
quality orf priea, It [# possible thaf n
few mistakes may have tean made in tha
arrangement of prices, Lut this ean ba
corrected at tha proper time, nnd the
troubls may not be ciargeabla to the
multipla list.

D, W, H. Ruffner, who has probably
glvan thias subject more eareful thought
thin any other man In the (Bnte, savs:
“Ar good bargalns ecan be made umder
county nnd elty adoptions as under Stata
contracts.” Fla says pluo that "this can-
tralizing tendency In  regard o te:
hooks [ squarely aversa to the work of
improving teachers, and that SHtatabunl-
formity In toxt bonks (single 1gt) tends
to daspotism, corruption and (ntellootiul
death Wa wish wa hul the space to
quote from many Stotes whern hoth plang
have heen tried, hit It would make this
artiele too long. It 1= teue that some of
the Southern States are aperating under
the elngle 1=t plan. but o oeeveral of
thesa States this plun wos adopted under
savere protest from thelr aduciators, Waea
are heartily In favor of the regolution of-
fered In the Touse by Mr. Byrd, which
appolnts A committes to Investigate this
subfect, hut we regnnd it o= poculinrly
unfartunate that thia investigation could
not have been made before the Senato
eommitted {tself to the singla list. If this
commlitiee will take the time and trouble
to Investigite the exporience of thos=e
Btates wheve both plans have bean tried
and where publle eduention hna reached
the hilghest degree of cfMiciency, we helleve
they will report In favor of ‘the multipls
ligt, pmil, besldes, their work will do muech

amiing the mas=ees on this In-

the fren milver eraze, which wo fear only | portant subjoct.

We regret that our eonviatlons prevent
ud from Jumping Intp tha “band wagon.'

“How to Interest I*atrons't  Profassor
S ONIel prineipal of the Front Royal

also made a spirited talk upon
rd Methods and Hed Tapa Cur-
It was A asure to have
e Maph n his duties a=z

and examiner. It cleared thie

cobwebs from the bralns of a groat miny
of us anpd pluced ug noa position to ald

him _In his arduous dutles: Ha needs the
hearty Co-nperat of every superin-
tondenl and tea - In his) elrcult.

One good result of the Institute |5 the
deciglon to hoid a normal school In Front
Roval Jdurlng the maonth of June, for the
benelit of teachers of this and adjoining
eounties, wha are not In a posith in
attend one of the State normals, This
has the hearty co-operotion of Mr, -
phis, and he will lend his ald toward
making It a guccess,  There will be other
prominent cducators connected with the
school, who will tako speclal palne to glve
the npecessary Instruction in the new
branches which have heen added to the
publie schonl examination.

MRS, B. M. CONE, Secretary.

Selection of Books
For Rural Schools

Editor of The Tlmes-Dispatch:

Slr.—In your Issue of February 2ith
Mr. Joyro strikes the heynote of o sys-
tem for Virginli preparatory schools, Tha
“aingle list” has been an eszential long
felt by our teadhors amd patrons, Hut
the tadachers heretofars have sanctionad
it with npprehensions. When an amateur
selects dn artlst's materlals, the portrait
le spofled, Toxt-Looks must be selocted
hy teachers—those used hy ehfidren In the
rural distriets by country teachers.

To elaborats Mr. Jovnes's plan: The
comnmiltes of three school experts having
formulated a list of looks for tha State,
the subcommlittces should he requested
to grada thelr resoectlve schools In nc-
cordance with the State eurriculum. Tha
rural teachers grading for the five or slx
months' term, while tha town and eity
teachers grads for lenger terms. Tha
grades bolng designated by specifie sub-
jects—perhaps by pages In the text-book.
When thege grades have been referred tn
the committea of the expert thres, ro-
vised and accepted, adopt thom with the
text-book. Renguire every teacher in the
State to use these grades, with n here
und thers proviso, Supply each teacher
with a term report card for edch of her
chlldren, on which shall be recorded that
chifld's ‘grads  work ond rank In the
s#phiool, Thus ha may, on entering another
school, carry his eredentialsa.

Bstablish o thorough high' school for
every dlatrlet or every two dlstricts In
tha State, letting the district echool be
proparatory, continuing the grades of
thesa preparatory schools In the ligh
schools, thus glving the children the ad-
vantage of a high scheol at homo. One
school, whether high school or primary,
belng but m prototype for the others of
ihe Btate,

Parents In Virginin haove learned ‘that
the chemppest Is never tha best book, and
tha matter of a fow cents 18 not consld-
ered it a child may use the book til} he
completes the grade. In view of the pras-
ent phenomenal awakening to the {m-
portancs of reform In our school worlk,
there need be Httle approhension na to
tha pricg of a book, That the chlld get
the worth of his book is the !tem of In-
tereat, E. B, ABHEY.

Isle of Wight, Va. <,

_——

Improvement of School Buildings

and Grounds.
Edltor of Tha limes-Dispatoh:
Bir,—What 18 more gloomy or dépresss
Ing to a bright, observant child than a
dark, ‘untidy,  unattractive  =chool-room?
- Froguently the ehlld comes from o homa
where the walls ara pdorned: with plo-

tures af fhelr “tavorlte poets or Rlates-
meh, but how often {s 0t just the re-
Verse

The: ahlld of | poverty Jda aulek Lo nofe
the brighty attraotive ischool-room., 8o
the  thought o Impeoving | the  <scliool
tuilding, which has Been' In' operition
fop tiearly thiety yours, bhas been i my
mind for nlonths, | (10 approachesd the

PROEESSIONAL COURSE FOR
FIRST GRADE TEACHERS

Now that wa have a Siste Examining
Ioard, It [sof tha greatgt !mportance
to the teaching profession that the Stals
Hoard of Education establlsh a pro
sional eourss of study leading to i pro-

resasional gertiilcate,
Ieretofore, whit has been known s
the progressive professional course; has

offered some  Inducement. to flrst-grace
teachers to pursue advancod work. The
-_ ficates Hssued for the completion of
this course, however, are of local Intérest
and local value, They ara not necessarily
recognized outslde of the coun n which

they have been lssoed. This faet renwers
them of lttle value. Nevertheless, pe-

cording to the report of the State Su-
perintendént, the progressive professiongl
courss hag heen a great stimulus to cd-
weation in Virginlo, Last year, [ngScott
county, twenty-one teachers wera In
school pursuing this course. This was
due to tho fact that the teachers of the
county wern urged by the school offcers
to take up the work, Tha district school
Loards of the county alded materially
in this work by poaying tenchers holding
professional  certllcntes $4#0 per month;
llkewise the trustess ol Wisa county
have greatly encouraged advanced work
by glving professional teachers §46 per
month.

We eannot hope to Induce young men
and voung ladies of talent to enterwiias
teaching profession as long A8 we offer
them for their services & certificate that
entltles them to & salary of only £33 per
month, -

They are ready and willing to meet
the requirements of the professional cer-
tificate, if we offer them any materlal
Inducement.

One of the grsat meeds, then, of
the teaching profession |3 s professional
cartificata implying scholarship and abii-
ity, and commanding g salary anywhers

L work

in the State of at least Afty dolla (50}
per month, Every young, ambitlous tonch-
erin the State would deglire silch a cer-
tifleate, and would strive to win it.  Our
State pxaminers, working through the wi-
vision auperintendents and trustees, couldl
make this certificate a4 prize of great
value. Sueh o provision would appeal to
the ambition and pride of the iIndtvidual
teneher and would elovate and dignify
the teaching profession sinmediately.

Such @ course ls pl=o0 of great Im-
portance to our puwde and private high
schools and  summer normals.  Those
schiools must have a edurie of study
adapted to the advancement of fly gride
teachers. The normals of 98 Tooilng
summer shonld have work for them o
begin, leading to something higher and
better, Otherwlse, we shall fail to reach
the best class of our teachers,

As to the breadth ot this course, It
sliould Be an enlirgement on the pro-
gressive  professionial  course.  Tthetorle,

geometry and physics added to thoe course
as It has been would make it much bet-
ter. One serious defect In Lthea progres-
alve gourse has been the lack of rhetoric.

Pupils have been led to pursue a splen-
ald ecourse In lterature without heving
studled styvle and Invention., As.a resulc
of this they have failed to see this beau-
ties of the clossiea of this course,

We need a course, therefors, that will
stimulate first-graus teachors toa further
effort to attaln a higher mental growth
and development, The high school course
aould not meet this reguirement. Fow
of our teachers avoe the tme to do the
required In  Latin, Nelther hayve
they the time and meons to tnke a coursa
at the State Normal. Wa must place n
Eood normal courde near tiiem, gne that
can he pursucd partly at home and prretly
at sorne high school or stinmer normal,

Cate Clty, Va, TF. B, FOZPATRICK.

school board In regard to my proposed
plans, and they suppied all my wants
magnanimously, 8o the honse hos heen
whitewashed, thia belng tho  first tlme
in all thesa years all necessary repaira
done, A naw heater l& In place of the
old ons, flowars hava been planted In
the yard, and everything Is more nt-
tractiva to the school child,

Bright maps and r {fW plctures of some
of our great statesmen now nadorn the
walls, 8o many of the children wers
without good rerding in thelr home, I
proposed to ths children ‘that we lave
’n entertalnment, conslsting of reclta-
tiona, rougs, charades, tabisauz, dialognes,
ote. Wea wore successful In our undar-
taldng, and realized enough monsy from
thlg source to purchuge a splendid collee-
tlon of twenty books, A kind frlend and
teachier  donated several books to the
enhool, sa pur librery now caonslsts of
ahout thirty excallent books,

The mind nesds nourlshment as well
Ay the body, and that, 'too, dally; for
what @ boy eeea and hears, determines
the kind of man he will be,

Question your puplls In regard to thelr
favorite authors, and poets, and requirs
them to memorize goma short selection
from thelr favorita writers,
very |mproving. ‘The salary of teachers
In Clover Tl Distrlet has  been
crensed flve dollnrs per month, so they
now recelve thirty dollars, Instend of
twanty-flve,

We need a longer term, o we must
continue to, agltats thls sulbjeat,

The hearty co-operntlon of pulpit; pross
and citizens wouldl work wondaers,

Let ench ecounty have lenguey and con-

tinue to agltate the subject  and suc-
cesy will ba o ours,
H. 1B, GOODE,

Grange Hall Behool, Skinquarter, Va,

‘Need Good Teachers.

Bditor of The Times-Dispatahs

Bir—I min neither-one of the threa—
supirintendent, tercher  or  trusise—hut
fedl a - grent Interest In the worlk of the
publls gehools.  The flrst step In ths
Jdelit dipeotion dato put in afalent toach-

or¥, Ahuse whem werk (rom a sense of

I find this |

()

duty and not alone for the mighty doliar,
Hven when they hold flrst-grivdoe certi-

fieates often fall far short of the stand-

ard, Mors than one who clalms tn have
graduated in the fhest schodls of the
county have ooma under my personal
knowledge who are most assuradly not
capabla of lmparting knowledga to ehil-
dren.  One in particular, who hal huen
taaching for four years, waa asked to
glve her views of the "(Gulf, Stream,'
opened her mouth in astonlsh 1it. Bhe

A Public Library |
For Richmond

By DAVID L. PULLIAM

For many vears the gquestion af sstnly-
Hshing a publle Ubragy tn Richimond hog
boen digeussed, wni then, after an inter-
vl of agltatlons the subject has heen
burled for another interval, and then
revived agaln, to agnin’slnk fnte a pro-
found sleep. This guestion 18 up agaln,
prdewea hope Ia up to stay. Tha friends
anlightanment and chlturs, and tho
edticatlonallsts and pablic-spicited men
and women of this communlty should not
Jag It 'fall on sleep' agnin, but shoulil
alt up with the movement and forwerd It
until Rlehmond hns w fine Hbrary that Is
communsurate with her reaputitfon, her
progress and  her needs,

Viewing thia Imporlant matter from
this starting point, the tient question that
wrises In the mind of the thinking man
who has not glven the subject earerul
thought and [nvestigation is: *“Why ehould
Richmond have a Hbrary "

The contontloun and concluslve reply
to this Inquiry would bLe: Hecausn she
needs one!l And, agiin, we might reply:
Becnusg all great and growing  oltles
have Nna public Hhrarles, and if Rich-
| mond s 1o hold har awn with them. ghe
miugt do as they do and have an exeellent
publie lbrary. )

Rut while these anawera to the guery
should ba conclusive, yet 1t heliooves
ol who ndvocate @ thing—nn Institution,
0. plan, o movement, o whiat not—to glvo
reagops for what they mivocate. leazons
have bean glven Inother elties for tha
establishment of public: lbrearles, and
they have proven convinelng and con-
quering  rensong, and have won  their
buttles In the arena of enlizhipnment,
culture nml education, and magnificent
libraries are the results and victories of
their strugeles., Why shall not reasons,
plainly given and strongly urged, win In
Richmond? Wa s#a no obstacle In the
way, unless projudice and false economy
rrevail.  Shall thy b allowed hy the
Intelligent, the broad-minded amd the
progressive people of this community to
prevail?  We  shoulid, without fear of
successiul contradiction, he proparsd to
sav: Y“Nol!" But from some intlmitions
from the past experiences of the promoters
of o grent library for Richmond, we are
afrnld that the men who really are fble
to ciarey through this splendid plan for
the eduecationnl uplift and ecultivation of
the people amd thisg gloclous clty, will
stand by and let men who claim 1o b
trin peopomlsts angd the henefactors of
the puhblic Iull all efforts and movements
for a puhblin library in Hichmond to sleep
again,  We would have the friemis of
education, of progress, of culture, and of
the spirit, activity and Influence of this
powerful cily  erouse thomselves  and
carry this movement forward to the vie-
torlons establishment and full equipment
of a magnificont publie lbrary In this
clty.

And why do wa urge them to do this
To present all the seasons which orowd
upon the mind, In support of this propo-
sition would requirs greater space than
wno can ask oat this time, but we ean
cffer somao of the mnst potent roasons
thit should convinee the minds and en-
list the hearts of the people,

1. No great city can be complete and
soumd  in {te munielpal 1ife and use-
fulness without o fino publle library,

It may have great bulldings, fIne strects,
excellent  schools, splendid Sewers, but
without n great lbrary, open to itz ¢l
Izens, It ean never Ixia great cliyiin the
troe sense of the word, because [t wul
Inok what Iz one of the most essentinl
elements of colvie grontness:

2, A great public lbrary I8 one of the
foromost potentlalities In the educatton
and enlightenment of a people. The edu-
catlon we get In the schools—aven lhe best
schools—lg very Ilimlted, wvery technical,
ay tar as i goes, nnd It does not go very
far; amdl in the nature of things cannot
zo wory far. Thiz cdoeation Is but an
Introduetion Into real educatlon, which
must be pequired by the =student after
he leaves school, It matters not whether
he nequlres It at o publie school, at an
neademy, or a college, unless the student,
at higher sents of learning, speainlizes
his stuldles and work, and nequires a
special tralning . equipment, and learn-
Ing—aducation. If e does not get thls
=poecinlized tralning equipment and learn-
Ing In =somo =school, neademy or college,
or perchancs, workshep, tralniog school,
or professional studlo or ofMee, he must
acquire the samoe by his own exertlonsg
ir o Hbvary or from a library opened
anel fren to hlm, or one to which ha
lins neeess by the grace and favor of ita
nwne Ie Is bound tn have books to
fit himsslf for his spedial work—It mat-
tesre not what it may bo and, unless hea
can get them In or from n publie Mbrary,
he must get them by hls own means,
or the kindness of n friend, or not get
them at all, The lost alternatlve has
driven many a gonlus from the sphere
of his greatness and fitness for a lolty

destiny and great usnfulnesa, il suppriosd.
ed the ambition and emmilation of
whosn efforts and talent wonld have b
]

T Yy

of priceless worth and execllence 1)
affilrs, the labors, thea eoterprised, Lhe
achinvementa nnd the Influences of this
community. Aan  desiring o gain 0

braonder technienl instructlon, to acquire
largn Information, Lo puredn Somg puctls
Har andg lmportant lemd of aclentifle or
Ilatorle  pescarch, ote,, have hean oon=
atraned to leave Wichmond, oven Vie=
ginli, and =ealt other cities and States,
which nfforded them these facllities, and
hinve  consequently, glven  thelr powern
end energles, great minds and mpech
cultura, powerful eeecutive ahbliities, and
Ipventlve and constructive genlus, to the
oltled and Stntes whera they fotuned &
hnbitit conganial to thelr talents, loates
i nesds, ond they have thus been loal
to their native city and State,

This thread of his manifold woof can-
not be followed farther, else this papes
will Le mada too long; bt the lllustra-
tlon of the truth’ of thess siatementm
needs but the sonflrmatory proof of the
names the achievemants and tho excai
Iny of the great multitude of Virgine
lans, who have been compelled to leave
Virginla for the very ronsons assigned
and who have glorlfied every domoin o
faetlon, of labor, of achlovemont and
of renown in other Htates and countrics,
A study of thelr coreers would b mos§
frultful of good In convinelng our peopla
of the short-sighted poliey and niggavdls
treatment of great publle movemonts fo
the enlightenment and eultlvation of ous
noople, which have found ap fashionable
vogue, Richmond Is at thit point Im
ter destiny when she can no longes nf+
ford tn denl with theso momentous Issueg
in this spirit and temper. She usf
awiken to the importance and intonges
ness of these demands and meet thom
with sagucity and Hterality.,

3. Wa mnewsl In Richmond a  publie
library—n finely seiected and correlated
cillection of works on mechanles, drafts
ing, mechanieal engineering,  clvil  ene
gineerlng, wood-working, iron-workng, '
earpentery, decoration,  practical bulid-«
ing, painting, ete. Thess things, #o praca
ticnl, amd 80 necessary, are almost ne
numerable.  But does  thers not  dawsg
upoh ¥our vislon at least faint concep<
tion of what such . collection of Looky
would mean to the young men of thix
community? 1t would open up to them
employments and flelds of usefilness now
entirely: clozed to them, and Instead of
hoving to send off and fmport men well
trained and fltted  In these practicad
thingy, we would moon have our
people working, ang suc ling in
Antd thus the monufacturing, conumervin,
inventive and industrinl spirit and genlus
of the people would be inclted and o
vgorated and the sntarprae, husin A
vancement and opuolénce of the ¢ wnd
State bullt up, fostered and assuresd, une
th we eould successtully compete with
the great and growing energles and sue-
cesses of othar peoplo.

A public library should e, and wsually
is, where properly managed, and  nde
attraoctlve to young ' men, o greit pros
molar of the morals and good order ot
o elty or community. Rendered uccesiule,
brightly lighted and  well heated, witu
Tine nding rooms, courteous and ap-
proachable offighls, a home-like and loa=-
pitable flavor pervading all of ity depart=
ments, young men  will seek Its  wole
ceming portnls and ba profited not uuh'r,
by what they actunlly guin, but by the
protection from evil and the abstaining
from frequenting places that would (e
morilize and debase. Reading good bLooMs

owe

alwiys hias o lendency o elovite tha
mind and heart, and to cmploy tha
higher facultles of men and women,

Constant contuact with and absorbtion of
these great moral Influences and noble
examples build up In the soul lotty fdeals—
aplendid patterns, The young men thuy
Lecoma influenced for thelr bettermont
and their lelsure moments are used in
useful and purlfying converss with greak
minds and fine charncters, and they ara
ehirmed from the coarse and perniclous
wssoclations and sssoclaes thit despoll
and Jower them, What they reod en<
lightens and strengthens, while it ela+
vitten ang  purlfles, If hoys begin in
this way they may nevar cultlvate hahity
of dissipation and vlce, but remain pure
und uncontaminated. This function of
a publlc lbrary ia one of its most potent
and beaut!ful and valuable henafits, The
clty could makn no mors excellent ins
yvosmment than In the  prevention
or resiraint of the Lad hablts of hex
youth.  Thls splondid and rafining jma
fluancs on the pnopls should compel the
establlshment of a flne library In this
clty, I nothing elss does, It lias baen
exarted In other places, and itn succoast
ful oparation there, show Ita Adyantigen
and should convince all of lts useruluesa

hera,

had neover even heard of such a thing.
anothar of the so-called teachers was
s0 much afrald of “mica's,”" and yet an-
other would ask for ‘'them molasses,'
and speak ‘of things belng tha “awtulest'
and *“'teriblest.”

I have only olted a few things ich
have coma under my own ohsdrvation,
and knowing this' to bo the case In other
{nstances feel the necessity for o changs,
A great mistake was made In taking ths
higher branches from tha district schools.
It {8 hoped by maony that the high schoolg
will he Instituted In ths rural distriots,
aa pgitnted. Thers la a orylng nead for
botter education. How ean wa have It
without teachwera?

A NEERDY PATRON,

——

Red Hill to Have High School,
Ydltor of The Times-Dispateh:

Bir,—Replying to your Inqulrles as to
the. outlook for a high school at thils
place, would say that the prospect ls
most  encouraging. Cur  peopla  Aro
thoroughly in earnest and the committes
appointed ‘at tha recent educntlonal rally
has already scoured subscriptions toward
Lailding & house amounting to §0 or
more,

Tha elta haa been secured and o mit-
Jorlty of the dlstrict trustecs are hoartily
i favor of tha move, This school will
eonsolldats nbout slx or seven private
sohools wnd two' publle, schools. Allos
®ether, numbering  about cons  hundeed
puplls, ; 1

The splandld addresses: of Dy,
Pavus, Mr, Fverott and Alr,
Gettaphle, expminer and inspector
gilyen great lmpatus to ‘the waork,

Binceraly vours,

Rruca
Chirles
His

NG
Red [ Albemarie counly,

AT LSS
A ik,

\ Want Better

House

And Equipment

CROZET, VA, March 10.—Ths people
of Crozet are taking s great deal of in-
tergst In the educatlonal page of thae
Sunday Tihnmes-Dispatch, Unllke  most
aducational Journals, It renches the ma-
Jorltyof the people, and that ls where
the work now les, and thls work rmong
tha musses hna to be dons befors the
people of Virginla can have bettor schools,

Tha pregent sohool oonditions at Cro-
2ot may bo sald to e both dlscouraging
and encournging. Tho conditions of the
school bullding and lts surrcmgdings are
very poor. Tho louse ltself 14 a barm-
like structura of three roorms, having no
lnes of beauty about it whataver, and
having npever been polnted,. The work-
manship upon it wes vwery poor, for all
along e wall are eracks, through which
tha pulpla can peep wpon  the -outslde
world, ‘I'ha rooms on the inslde are In
nearly a8 bad condition as tha outside of
the bullding. At the bagluning of the
prasent school sesslon the  roonl wora
tnadorned withe pletures, thers wers no
shades at the windows, tha teachiers had
no fosks noe chades, and thara were 2b-.
solutely noo applanees  with  whish  ti;
P work—thnt = thera wearn no maps, globes,
wepmatrical figures, 'charta. ato.
| But thls state of ailrs is soon Lo he
Lt thing of the past in Creaset;, About tha
Piest of Tanuary e educitional mentine
wiks clield here, whileh wus very jargaly

attendad by the cltizens of Crozet. The
peopln were addressed at this mesting by
Dr, Bruce R. Payne, of ths Univeesity
of Virginla; Dr. Rohert Frazar, of thin
HSouthern Educational  Commilsslon, and!
Mr, Charles (. Maphla, school exuminer’
for this  dlstrlet. They succeedad In'
arousing a large amount of enthusiasm In
the Interest of a batter school mavement.'
After tha speaking the peopla organized
themselves into the Cltlzans' School Ime
provement League, of Crozet, with Mr,
David Brown  as  president, The | first
objeot of the lengue was to ralse monsy
to buy necessury equipment for tha
gchool. With that object I ylew, thoy
held'on tha 32d of February a Washington
recoption at tha school bullding. Xs &
result of this work the treasurar of the
league now has 370 with which to purs
chnse muops, globes, eto, '
Tha present work of the longua i85 ts
hulld by next session a flys or slx-room
hrick schoolliouse, For this reason tha
peaple of Crozet are  intensely anxioum
to wa tha achool bullding loan il pase
the Legislnture, for if this bill passss
it will ba un eisy matter for the-paople
hera to have a good high wohool, with an
attendanes of 135 or 100 pupils next snad
sinn, buat If It doss pot pass, It ts the
gennral oplnton of the neighborhood that
It win ba aimost inpossible for them te 0
have & new sohnel bullding by next year,
di. 2'.. BIRKHEAD, |




